Citation: Printed: Mon, 29 Jun 2026

Steyaert, Kris. 2017. “The earliest known Dutch notice of Mozart’s death (6 Jan 1792).” In: Mozart: New
Documents, edited by Dexter Edge and David Black. First published 29 Aug 2017. [direct link]

The earliest known Dutch notice of Mozart’s death (6 Jan 1792)

Kris Steyaert
Ommelander Courant, no. 2, Fri, 6 Jan 1792
[1r]
DUITSCHLAND en aangrenzende Ryken.

DUITSCHLAN D€ aatfigrenzende’ Ryken.

[-]

De Keizer laat de Weduwe van den beroemden, en on-
langs overleeden AMozart, het Tractement dat haar Man,
als Keizerlyke Capelmeester genoot, behouden, terwyl de
Baron van Swieten voor haaren Zoon zorge draagd.

Pe ' Keizer aatode Weduwe van: den berdemden; en on-
Jangs ovetleeden Mozare', het Tratemear dar haav-Man
als - Keizedyke Capelmecefter gehoot, behouden, | terwyl de
Baron van Swieten voor-hairen Zoon zorge draagd.

[translation:]

GERMANY and neighboring countries.

[-]

The Emperor grants the widow of the renowned and
recently deceased Mozart the salary that her husband
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enjoyed as Imperial Kapellmeister, while Baron van
Swieten will look after her son.

Commenmry

This is the earliest known reference in the Dutch press to Mozart’s death. The Ommelander
Courant was a regional newspaper founded in Oct 1787 and published by Leonard Bolt (1760-
1806) in Hoogkerk, in the province of Groningen (the Netherlands). The newspaper appeared
on Tuesdays and Fridays.

The notice transcribed here seems to echo the report in the Pressburger Zeitung of 21 Dec 1791,
which also suggested incorrectly that Mozart had only one son:

Fir die Wittwe des verstorbenen Hrn. Kapellmeisters Mozart ist auch gesorgt. Se. Maj. der
Kaiser haben ihr den ganzen Gehalt ihres Mannes gelassen, und ihren Sohn hat der Baron
van Swieten in Versorgung genommen. [Dokumente, 375)

The widow of the deceased Kapellmeister Mozart has also been provided for. His Majesty
the emperor has granted her the entire salary of her husband, and Baron van Swieten has

taken her son into his care.

A report in the Mercure universel of 30 Dec 1791 not only mentions Baron van Swieten taking
Mozart’s son into his care, but also has Countess Thun adopting Mozart’s (non-existent)
daughter; see the entry for 7 and 10 Dec 1791.
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